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ABSTRACT: The identity of a recently detected population of Abutilon arboreum in the Valencian area was 

critically re-assessed. It was shown that the plants in fact belong to the South American A. grandifolium, a species 
that has become a widespread weed in warm-temperate and subtropical regions across the world. Keywords: 
Abutilon grandifolium; alien plants; weeds; Valencia province; Spain. 

RESUMEN: Sobre la identidad de Abutilon arboreum (Malvaceae) en España. La identidad de una 
población recientemente localizada de Abutilon arboreum en el territorio valenciano ha sido reevaluada críticamente. 
Se demuestra que las plantas pertenecen al taxon sudamericano A. grandifolium, una planta que se ha convertido en 
una especie exótica invasora extendida en regiones templadas cálidas y subtropicales de todo el mundo. Palabras 
clave: Abutilon grandifolium; especie exótica invasora; mala hierba; Valencia; España. 

 
INTRODUCTION AND RESULTS 

The genus Abutilon Mill. is one of the larger genera of 
the family Malvaceae (FRYXELL, 2002). It is taxonomi-
cally and nomenclaturally a very complex group and one 
of the genera without a solid, modern revisionary treat-
ment. 

FERRER-GALLEGO & al. (2016) reported about a natu-
ralized population of Abutilon arboreum (L. f.) Sweet on 
the verge of the V-30 motorway in Valencia, with a her-
barium specimen at VAL 228776. 

This was the first and as far as known only record so 
far in Europe. This species is endemic to Peru1 and 
underwent a complicated nomenclatural history (FRY-
XELL, 2002; FRYXELL, 2009). Since the basionym, Sida 
arborea L. f., was explicitly said to be from Africa a new 
name was needed for the Peruvian plant. KEARNY (1958) 
proposed A. peruvianum (Lam.) Kearny for it, based on 
Sida peruviana Lam. It is readily distinguished from 
other species of Abutilon by a distinctive calyx, which is 
large and deeply parted and has relatively narrow lobes 
(FRYXELL, 2009). Its petals are whitish and large, ca. 35-
40 mm long and 30 mm wide with retuse apex; plants are 
shrubs or more often small trees, reaching 6 m in height 
(MACBRIDE, 1956; see also SCHUMANN, 1891). It is not 
widely grown as an ornamental (if at all, e.g. HUXLEY, 
1999; LE HUQUET, 2011), nor is it a weed anywhere in the 
world (e.g. HOLM & al., 1979; RANDALL, 2017). In his 
ornamental flora for Spain, however, SÁNCHEZ DE 
LORENZO CÁCERES (2000) included A. arboreum. It was 
opposed to A. grandifolium (Willd.) Sweet and was differ-
entiated by its larger corollas up to 7 cm across with a 
dark center (see also SÁNCHEZ DE LORENZO CÁCERES, 
2007). It is unclear which species exactly was meant by 
Sánchez de Lorenzo Cáceres but it certainly is not the 
Peruvian species. Judging from the references cited he 
almost certainly based his ‘Abutilon arboreum’ on the 
plant that was erroneously described under this name by 
BORSSUM WAALKES (1966).  

                                                           
1Claims from Bolivia are probably erroneous. This species is 
indeed not mentioned by JØRGENSEN & al. (2014). 

The population recently discovered in Valencia 
strikingly differs in a number of features from the Peru-
vian plant, not in the least in being much smaller in stat-
ure, its yellow to orange petals and the cordate calyx 
lobes that are overlapping in bud, thereby giving the bud 
a pentangular shape. It further differs from the plant de-
scribed by Sánchez de Lorenzo Cáceres in having uni-
formly yellow corollas, without a markedly darker cen-
ter.  

Abutilon grandifolium [syn.: A. molle (Ortega) Sweet] 
and A. mollissimum (Cav.) Sweet are two quite similar 
South American species, formerly sometimes considered 
mere synonyms (e.g. SCHUMANN, 1891). Both have been 
reported from outside their native distribution range, 
either as ornamentals or as weeds (e.g. HUXLEY, 1999; 
JACA & al., 2015; RANDALL, 2017; BADRY & al., 2018), 
although probably only a single species is involved. In 
New South Wales (Australia) plants formerly named A. 
mollissimum turned out to belong to A. grandifolium 
(MITCHELL & NORRIS, 1990). KEARNY (1958) empha-
sized the resemblance between these two species. Abuti-
lon mollissimum was merely separated by its pauciovu-
late carpels (with up to three seeds) and the much shorter 
petals (less than 15 mm long). FRYXELL (1992) added 
further useful diagnostic features: leaves tend to be 
somewhat discolorous, the calyx is only ca. 10 mm long 
with dark-pigmented venation and, indeed, petals are 
very small, only 8-10 mm long.  

The widely cultivated and naturalized plants have 
carpels with more seeds, much longer petals and sepals 
and more or less concolorous leaves; they belong to 
Abutilon grandifolium. The population of Abutilon re-
cently observed in Valencia also corresponds in every 
detail with A. grandifolium. This species is fairly weedy 
and often considered an undesirable weed or invasive 
species, for instance in the Canary Islands (ACEBES 
GINOVÉS & al., 2010). In the Iberian Peninsula it is re-
portedly known from the provinces of Barcelona 
(VERLOOVE & SÁNCHEZ-GULLÓN, 2008; ÁLVAREZ & 
al., 2016; GÓMEZ BELLVER & al., 2019), Cádiz (PAIVA & 
NOGUEIRA, 1999) and Tarragona (VERLOOVE & al., 
2019). It is apparently increasing lately. 



Sideritis ×antonii-josephii, hybrid. nov. 
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